March 2021

With the plentiful snowfalls in February, winter outdoor recreation was at a prime.
People were snowshoeing, fat tire biking, cross country skiing, snowmobiling in Platteville.
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Hello Members!
Dear Chamber Members:
The month of February gave us a chance to celebrate winter! Although it was a cold month, it enabled many of you to
get out and enjoy many of the outdoor recreation opportunities we are often shorted. It was nice seeing many folks out snowshoeing and
cross country skiing, and especially nice to see many of you on your snowmobiles, not having to trek north to find enough snow. Yes, Mother Nature assisted
us with an abundance of snow to take advantage of these great activities! But as
March begins, we are sure to think spring!
As you are aware, our 58th Annual Celebration & Arthur Virtue Awards night
was modified, and split into two separate events this year. Yes, 2020 was a challenging year, but there was much to be proud of as we accomplished many
great things! If you have not yet watched the State of the Chamber presentation,
it can be viewed at the following link, https://youtu.be/Wx7C2zKVCfg. The Arthur
Virtue Awards have been postponed a little while longer as we want to recognize
the recipients for 2021 in a more personal way. We are in the planning stages of
a program, and hope to announce the details of date, time and location in the
near future.
The Wisconsin Governor’s Conference on Tourism will be held virtually this
year starting on March 16th. They have many wonderful presentations and
speakers lined up to deliver some great information on marketing, hospitality,
economic impact, and post-pandemic recovery. Additional sessions have been
scheduled for April 1st, April 20th, and May 6th. I am excited to learn what great
things will be happening! As you are aware, Wisconsin typically hosts the largest
tourism conference in the country and the Department of Tourism puts a lot of
time and energy into making it a success. I am sure they will share many exciting
programs and lots of information.
Our 2021 Platteville Community Guide has been delivered and is on our
shelves! It looks fantastic and will make you look forward to warmer weather
and being outdoors. This is an all-inclusive publication that we use for visitor
requests and offer to companies looking to hire. We also hand these out to
individuals considering moving to Platteville. Our Welcome Center features 500
different brochures and maps, all which are free. Please stop in to grab some
brochures to plan your summer vacations!
Our Chamber committees are busy working and planning the many summer
activities you have come to know and love. It is exciting to see so many committee members and volunteers get involved to make these things take place.
Of course, none of these activities can happen without those dedicated to the
planning and doing! We are always looking for people to assist us in the many
activities we promote, so if you are interested in finding ways to help out, please
give us a call.
Hopefully, we are nearing the end of our winter, but enjoy it while you can!
It will be great to see more sunshine and green grass. Don’t forget that Daylight
Savings Time begins on Sunday, March 14th at 2AM!
Wayne A. Wodarz
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New Member

Welcome NeW Members
To the Platteville Regional Chamber
Inspiring Community, Inc.

The Platteville Regional Chamber would create a greater effect than the sum of our
like to welcome Inspiring Community, Inc. separate parts.
to its membership!
Contact: Mary Huck
Established in 2017, Inspiring CommuAddress: 190 Market St., Platteville, WI
nity, Inc. works to build community and
Phone: 608-319-4045
promote civic engagement through colE-mail: inspiringcommunityinc@gmail.
laboration, leveraging investments and com
fostering leadership and volunteerism. We
Website: inspiringcommunityinc.com
believe that by working together we can
Hours: Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Schwan’s Home Service - Aaron Simons

The Platteville Regional Chamber would
like to welcome Schwan’s Home Service Aaron Simons to its membership!
Established in 1952, Schwan’s delivers
frozen food to your door. You can even get
touchless service. Just log onto schwans.
com, place your order and your items will
be left by the door in an insulated pack.

Contact: Aaron Simons
Address: 1760 Monroe St., Fennimore,
WI
Phone: 608-931-7112
E-mail: asimons90@hotmail.com
Website: schwans.com
Hours: Monday-Friday 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Vesperman Farms

The Platteville Regional Chamber would
Contact: Caitlin Conary
like to welcome Vesperman Farms to its
Address: 8149 Stage Road, Lancaster,
membership!
WI
Vesperman Farms makes homemade
Phone: 608-885-0314
ice cream and travels to communities
E-mail: caitlin@vespermanfarms.com
throughout Wisconsin, Illiniois and Iowa.
Website: vespermanfarms.com
We’d love to share a little sweetness with
Hours: To track the truck, visit www.veyou. For more information, visit www.ve- spermanfarms.com/track-the-truck.html
spermanfarms.com/ice-cream.html.

Don’t forget that you can access your member information in the
Platteville Regional Chamber’s Member Information Center
to post business updates, refresh your business representative information
& stay up-to-date on fellow members’ happenings. Get your login info by e-mailing
Roberta at the Chamber office: platevillechambertoursism@gmail.com.

Member Updates
Alliant Energy Makes
“Most Responsible Companies” List

Alliant Energy has been named to Newsweek’s 2021 list of
America’s Most Responsible Companies. This prestigious list
is presented by Newsweek and Statista Inc., the world-leading
statistics portal and industry-ranking provider.
The list featured the top 400 companies, with Alliant Energy
ranking at 253. They follow the roadmap outlined in their
Clean Energy Blueprint and their sustainable energy plan to
help build equitable, respectful and resilient communities.

UW-Platteville Solar Array

The University of Wisconsin-Platteville received state approval in February 2021 to construct a 2.4 megawatt solar array in
Memorial Park. This will be the largest solar array owned by
a Wisconsin state agency and one of the largest behind-themeter solar arrays among higher education institutions in the
nation, setting UW-Platteville apart as a leader in its commitment to renewable energy.
To learn more about this project, visit uwplatt.edu/department/sustainability.

Summer Help Sought
at Travel Wisconsin Welcome Center

The Platteville Regional Chamber and Travel Wisconsin
Welcome Center has a limited part-time job opening available.
The position requires working some weekends May through
October. Candidates should possess strong customer service
skills, have general computer knowledge and have an outgoing
personality. The right candidate will assist guests with travelers’ needs, assist with event planning and perform some light
housekeeping duties. If interested, please send your resume to
chamber@platteville.com. No phone calls please.

Great River Road Designation Changes

The Federal Highway Administration officials announced 49
new designations to the America’s Byways collection, including 15 All-American Roads and 34 National Scenic Byways in
28 states. This increases the number of America’s Byways to
184 in 48 states. Under the National Scenic Byways Program,
the U.S. Secretary of Transportation recognizes certain roads
as National Scenic Byways or All-American Roads based on
their archaeological, cultural, historic, natural, recreational and
scenic qualities.
The Great River Road National Scenic Byway, which skirts
the western edge of Grant County from the Iowa and Illinois
border to the Wisconsin River at Wyalusing, has changed in
designation to an All American Road.
To be designated as a National Scenic Byway, a road must
possess at least one of the six intrinsic qualities and be regionally significant. These roads are often the “roads less traveled.”
To receive an All-American Road designation, a road must possess multiple intrinsic qualities that are nationally significant
and have one-of-a-kind features that do not exist elsewhere.
The road or highway must also be considered a “destination
unto itself.” That is, the road must provide an exceptional
traveling experience so recognized by travelers that they would
make a drive along the highway a primary reason for their trip.

Chamber Membership Dues Reminder

The Platteville Regional Chamber is collecting 2021 membership dues. The deadline to commit is April 1 to remain active.
We offer quarterly payment options for those who ask. Please
complete your member profile and confirm your commitment.
If you need further information, please contact the Chamber
staff at 608-348-8888 or director@platteville.com.

Port of Potosi Breweriana & Collectibles Show

Rountree Gallery Installs Mural

Rountree Gallery has its first mural. Created by local artist
Corey Jenny, this mural is located on the west side of the gallery building and is visible from Main Street. Stop by to check
it out.

Buy-sell-trade of old beer and brewery items at the 15th annual Port of Potosi Breweriana & Collectibles Show on March
20 from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at the Holiday Gardens Event Center,
101 Brewery Hollow Road, Potosi. Admission is $3. A variety of
food will be available for sale. For more information, call 608642-0321 or 608-778-8609.

2020 Chamber Wrap-Up
Platteville Regional Chamber’s

Year in Review - 2020
COVID-19 Response
• Assisted 35 members with
grant and loan applications
• Business Pulse Survey
• Created Member Dining Guide

Membership
• 244 members renewed
• 75% have been members
for 10+ years
• 76 sponsors of events/services
• 10 new members

• An average of
11,500 vehicles
drive through
Platteville every day

• 109 representatives
on committees

Marketing

Events

• Wayne Wodarz replaced
Kathy Kopp as Director

• 2,538 Facebook Followers,
an increase of 262 or 10%

• 3 new events, 5 modified events
& 7 cancelled events
• 4 Good Morning Platteville
Presentations
• 1 Ground Breaking
• 2 Ribbon Cuttings

Tourism

• New programming included
• 28,000 brochures distributed
virtual tours, dining guide,
webinars, curbside club,
• 3,028 visitors stopped at the
localized games and
Travel Wisconsin Welcome Center
interactive map
• 500+ different brochures and
maps are available for FREE

• 4 Radio Ad Campaigns
• 15 Print Ads in 12 publications

Projects
• 2 major projects
completed: concrete parking
lot and stream bank repair

• 10K Website
Users

• 2 minor projects completed:
Root Box in Katie’s Garden and
kiosk replaced in Patrick’s Place
• Member-to-Member
Communication

/plattevilleregionalchamber

www.platteville.com

chamber@platteville.com

608-348-8888

Good Morning Platteville

Business & Education Summit

2021 Southwest Wisconsin
Business & Education Summit
Virtual Sessions Wednesdays Feb. 24-March 31, 10-11 a.m.
Construction Emphasis

Healthcare Emphasis

FEBRUARY 24

MARCH 17

The Lafayette County
Construction Academy

The State of the Health
& Patientcare Workforce

v The Lafayette County Construction Academy was born from the
outreach of Lafayette County Construction Contractors needing
qualified labor. CESA3 worked closely with the contractors and
schools and formed the academy, which teaches basic facets of
construction processes.
v Join us for a panel discussion about how Platteville and Grant
County can implement an Academy beginning as early as this fall.

v Panelists confront the issues of securing qualified
healthcare talent for our region, both now and in the
future. Explore potential next steps and collaborative
efforts to secure a sustainable workforce.
v Presented by Cynde Larsen, Executive Dean of Health
Occupations at Southwest Wisconsin Technical College,
and her illustrious panel.

MARCH 03

MARCH 24

Wisconsin Registered
Apprenticeship Program

Rural Emergency Medical
Services - What Has Changed?

v Members of the Wisconsin Department of Workforce
Development’s Registered Apprenticeship program will explain
how their program works relative to the construction industry.
v They will also discuss providing more regional programming.
v Presented by Milton Rogers, Registered Apprenticeship
Representative, and members of his team.

v Ken Bartz, Southwest Wisconsin Technical College PSC
Outreach Coordinator & Lead EMS Instructor and team
members will discuss strategies regional partners are
taking to address the need for responsive medical services.
v Discuss aligning passionate partners to come from this
hour to work for regional change.

MARCH 10

MARCH 31

Housing in Southwest Wisconsin

Promoting Rural Mental Health

v A panel will discuss the housing issues SW Wisconsin faces.
v Troy Maggied, Southwest Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SWWRPC), will speak to the SWWRPC’s Housing study.
The panel also includes Ron Brisbois, Grant County Economic
Development Corporation, Abby Haas, President, Prosperity
Southwest, and others.

v Julie Stephenson of Southwest Health and Bridget
Mouchon-Humphrey of SWCAP will discuss the impacts
many take home and how we together can provide a culture of self-care.

This event is free and open to the public.
To register, contact the Platteville Regional Chamber at
608-348-8888 or chamber@platteville.com.
A different link for each session will be e-mailed to registered participants.

2021 Postcard Contest

2021 Postcard Contest

2021 Calendar of Events

Breweriana & Collectibles Show

Hometown Craft Fair

Hometown Festival

Art & Craft Fair Registration

Saturday, July 24, 2021
City Hall Park, Platteville, WI

The 6th annual Hometown Festival art and craft fair showcases a sampling of the region’s crafters and
artists along with live musical performances throughout the day in the park’s gazebo.
Location: City Hall Park, 75 N. Bonson St., Platteville, WI 53818

Time: 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Spaces will be marked Friday evening for set up. Chamber Staff on site at 7 a.m.
Registration Deadline: Monday, July 12, 2021

Fee: $25 per space. (Fee waived for Platteville Regional Chamber members in good standing.)
Please make checks payable to Platteville Regional Chamber.
Spaces are approximately 12’x12’. Artist/Crafters are responsible for their own tables and set-up.
We will only allow one Direct Sales Consultant per company unless agreed upon by the consultants.
Business
Name:

Business
Owner:

Address:
City:

State:

E-mail:

Zip:
Phone:

Items to be sold:
Special Requests:

Those who submit a digital
photo of their product(s) will
receive advertising on the
Chamber’s Facebook page
leading up to the event.

All artist/crafters will receive a map of City Park
with their assigned booth location via e-mail
the week prior to the event.
Mail or drop off completed
form and payment to:

Platteville Regional Chamber
275 W. Business Hwy. 151
P.O. Box 724
Platteville, WI 53818

For more information, contact the Chamber at 608-348-8888 or chamber@platteville.com.

Gift Certificate Reminder

Platteville Regional Chamber Gift Certificates
The Chamber issues a great number of “positively Platteville” Gift Certificates in a year.

How to Redeem a Chamber Gift Certificate
Treat the certificate as you would a check. Please accept for purchases or services only.
(Example: customer presents a $50 Chamber gift certificate as payment for a $30 purchase, you
would treat the certificate just like a $50 bill and give them $20 back in cash. This rule applies for
any amount on the gift certificate or amount spent.)
DO NOT attempt to “rewrite” the Chamber gift certificate in any manner.
When you make a deposit at your financial institution, you will deposit the gift certificate
just as you normally deposit checks and cash.
Gift certificates expire five years from date of issue.
Please be sure all of your employees are aware of the Chamber gift certificates and know
the procedures for handling them. We’ve had complaints where a Chamber business would
not accept a Chamber Gift Certificate. Basically, the employee was not aware of the program.
We encourage you to promote Chamber gift certificates whenever appropriate or possible.
They make wonderful gifts for hard-to-shop people, door prizes, employee recognition, etc.
If you ever have any questions, please call the Chamber office at 348-8888!
REMEMBER - Chamber Gift Certificates keep dollars local!!!

Curbside Pick-up Available!
Call or E-mail your order. 608-348-8888 or chamber@platteville.com

Thank you to the
March
Beverage Sponsor:
Platteville Regional
Chamber & Travel
Wisconsin Welcome
Center Hours
Nov. 1-April 30
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday/Sunday Closed

May 1 - Oct. 31
Mon - Fri: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sun: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

140 Alden Ave
Platteville, WI

348-5953

mastwater.com









WATER SOFTENERS
WATER FILTRATION
IRON REMOVAL
DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS
BOTTLED WATER
HOME AND OFFICE DELIVERY
SALES – SERVICE – RENTALS
POOLS AND SPAS

Edward Jones
Investments Alaina Reeves
& Ben Reeves

