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About SWWRPC 
Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SWWPRC) is an extension of local government in 

Southwestern Wisconsin. We provide low-cost expert planning and economic development services to the county, 

city, village, and town governments of our five-county jurisdiction (Grant, Green, Iowa, Lafayette, and Richland 

counties). We assist our local communities to save both time and money while planning for the future.  SWWRPC 

is one of nine Regional Planning Commissions in the State of Wisconsin and was created by an Executive Order in 

1970.  

Over 85% of our budget comes from funding outside the region, with the SWWRPC bringing in over $14 million of 

economic development funding alone. We have leveraged these self-generated funds to help our counties and 

their communities save costs and prevent redundancy while preparing for future challenges. 

SWWRPC Vision 
We envision a southwestern Wisconsin that has met its full potential.  A place that is recognized for its resilient 

and diverse economy, high quality of life, and distinctive Driftless landscape. It will be a place where 

interconnected bonds between individuals and organizations form strong communities of inclusion and 

cooperation. Southwestern Wisconsin will be a place where the richness of the land contributes to the healthy 

lives of its residents and visitors—and the stewardship of our natural resources is a shared and valued 

responsibility. Our region will be a place that fosters innovation and creativity, inspiring and empowering thinkers 

and doers. With deep respect for the traditions that built southwestern Wisconsin, we strive to create the best 

possible region for tomorrow. 

SWWRPC Mission 
The Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission collaborates with communities and organizations to 

build capacity within southwestern Wisconsin, serving as advocates for its residents.  We create opportunities and 

develop dynamic solutions to the challenges facing the region. We foster growth by supporting innovative 

endeavors that provide tangible benefits to those we serve. We believe in the bold vision of southwestern 

Wisconsin and work to build the region’s future. 

 

About the City of Boscobel 
Boscobel is a city in Grant County, Wisconsin. Boscobel is located on the Lower Wisconsin River and is locally considered 
to be the gateway to the “Driftless Area” of Wisconsin. Boscobel is defined by its picturesque landscape, historic small-
town feel, and its active and lively community. Boscobel hosts a number of annual and semiannual events and is a hot 
spot for local culture and recreation.  
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Executive Summary 
Purpose 
This plan is an update of the Boscobel Outdoor Recreation Plan prepared in 1996. The specific purpose of this plan is to 

guide the development and improvement of the city’s outdoor recreation facilities over the next five years in order to 

meet the recreational needs and demands of local residents. 

Policy decisions made by the Boscobel Park Commission and the Boscobel City Council for park programs and 

improvements shall be guided by the goals, objectives, findings, and recommendations of this adopted plan. Actual public 

policy decisions are contingent on funding sources, new opportunities, changing growth patterns, budget priorities, and 

changing community needs and desires. For this reason the plan should be reviewed annually and a detailed update such 

as this should be completed every five years. Updating the plan every five years is also a requirement of the State of 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for a community such as Boscobel to stay eligible for matching government 

funds for parkland acquisition and facility improvements. But just as importantly, the City of Boscobel needs to set a course 

of action for continued improvement of its parks and outdoor recreational system.  

Goals 
The City of Boscobel obviously takes pride in this role by virtue of its excellent park system. This portion of the Updated 

Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan is to provide city officials with some general policies to show in guiding the future 

growth and development of Boscobel’s park system and outdoor recreation facilities. The goals and objectives below are 

vital to the efforts in providing this important service. 

 Continue to provide excellent maintenance to Boscobel’s parks and recreational facilities. 

o Continue to make Boscobel parks handicap accessible, by incorporating updates into the formal 

maintenance schedule. 

o Provide additional park amenities to existing parks including picnic tables, playground equipment, sports 

equipment, grills, benches and others. 

o Continue to provide excellent restroom maintenance. 

o Continue to provide excellent equipment maintenance, repairing and replacing items like trash cans, 

water fountains, and recycling bins and adding more items where needed. 

 Develop new parks and recreational facilities that meet the needs of Boscobel residents throughout the calendar 

year.  

o Develop a handicap-accessible walking and biking trail that connects the Sanders Creek walkway through 

the Lower Wisconsin Riverway, and connecting to recreational assets across the river.  

o Develop more indoor recreational opportunities for Boscobel residents to utilize during the winter months 

o Develop more walking and bike pathways throughout the city 

 Continue to efficiently utilize existing funding streams and find new funding solutions for Boscobel’s parks 

systems. 

o Continue to host regional sporting and recreational events. 

o Continue to cooperate and coordinate work with the school district, county, and state agencies to provide 

efficient outdoor recreation programs and opportunities. 

o Leverage local support to develop more external grant funding for additional parks and recreation 

amenities, equipment, and maintenance.  
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Recommendations 
The City of Boscobel has ample park space provided for its residents. Instead of focusing on providing additional park 

spaces this plan’s recommendations features two distinct focuses: 1) Improving existing parks 2) Increasing pedestrian 

opportunities and connections. This document includes specific park-by-park recommendations as well as a 

recommendation to extend the Sanders Creek Walkway to the Von Haden Boat Landing, and to the regional trail system 

across the river. Expanding recreational walking opportunities is not only a local priority, but it is also a top priority as 

indicated by the State of Wisconsin Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Program (SCORP).  

 

More detailed information on recommendations for outdoor recreation within the City of Boscobel can be found in the 

“Recommendations for Outdoor Recreation” section.  
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Image 1: The Lower Wisconsin Riverway 

 

 
Introduction  
This comprehensive outdoor recreation plan for the City of Boscobel is an expression of the community’s goals for and 

objectives for current and future needs for recreational facilities. The intent of this document is to plan for the 

maintenance and improvement of Boscobel’s recreational and open space resources by outlining a strategy to manage 

existing resources and to develop new resources to meet future needs and demands. 

Parks can serve a limited neighborhood area, a portion of the community, or the entire community or region and provide 

area and families for outdoor recreation for residents and visitors. Open space can take the form of parks, greenbelts, 

wetlands, and floodplains. Open space can also serve many functions for a community other than recreation, such as the 

following: 

 Preservation of scenic and natural resources 

 Flood management 

 Protecting the area’s water resources 

 Preserving prime agricultural land 

 Limiting development that may occur 

 Buffering incompatible land uses 

 Structuring the community environment 

A parks and facilities plan should incorporate private as well as public open space areas in the community. The 

development and continual updating of the outdoor recreation plan becomes a valuable asset to a community and 

contributes to its stability and attractiveness.  

Plan Purpose  
This plan is an update of the Boscobel Outdoor Recreation Plan prepared in 1996. The specific purpose of this plan is to 

guide the development and improvement of the city’s outdoor recreation facilities over the next five years in order to 

meet the recreational needs and demands of local residents. 

Policy decisions made by the Boscobel Park Commission and the Boscobel City Council for park programs and 

improvements shall be guided by the goals, objectives, findings, and recommendations of this adopted plan. Actual public 

policy decisions are contingent on funding sources, new opportunities, changing growth patterns, budget priorities, and 

changing community needs and desires. For this reason the plan should be reviewed annually and a detailed update such 

as this should be completed every five years. Updating the plan every five years is also a requirement of the State of 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for a community such as Boscobel to stay eligible for matching government 

funds for parkland acquisition and facility improvements. But just as importantly, the City of Boscobel needs to set a course 

of action for continued improvement of its parks and outdoor recreational system.  
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Image 2: Lower Wisconsin River way from The Von Haden Boat Landing 

 

 
Goals and Objectives 
One of the most important roles of local government is its responsibility to provide open space, parks and recreation 

facilities and programs for public use. The City of Boscobel obviously takes pride in this role by virtue of its excellent park 

system. This portion of the Updated Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan is to provide city officials with some general 

policies to show in guiding the future growth and development of Boscobel’s park system and outdoor recreation facilities. 

The goals and objectives below are vital to the efforts in providing this important service 

 Continue to provide excellent maintenance to Boscobel’s parks and recreational facilities. 

o Continue to make Boscobel parks handicap accessible, by incorporating updates into the formal 

maintenance schedule. 

o Provide additional park amenities to existing parks including picnic tables, playground equipment, sports 

equipment, grills, benches and others. 

o Continue to provide excellent restroom maintenance. 

o Continue to provide excellent equipment maintenance, repairing and replacing items like trash cans, 

water fountains, and recycling bins and adding more items where needed. 

 Develop new parks and recreational facilities that meet the needs of Boscobel residents throughout the calendar 

year.  

o Develop a handicap-accessible walking and biking trail that connects the Sanders Creek walkway through 

the Lower Wisconsin  

o Develop more indoor recreational opportunities for Boscobel residents to utilize during the winter months 

o Develop more walking and bike pathways throughout the city 
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 Continue to efficiently utilize existing funding streams and find new funding solutions for Boscobel’s parks 

systems. 

o Continue to host regional sporting and recreational events. 

o Continue to cooperate and coordinate work with the school district, county, and state agencies to provide 

efficient outdoor recreation programs and opportunities. 

o Leverage local support to develop more external grant funding for additional parks and recreation 

amenities, equipment, and maintenance.  

 

 

Image 3: Fireman's Park Playground Equipment 
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Definitions and Classifications  
 
Recreation Open Space Need Standards 
The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) endorsed a park and open space classification system which will 

serve as a guide for the City of Boscobel.  

NRPA’s standards have been modified to more accurately define park, recreation land, and open spaces within the City of 

Boscobel. For example, NRPA recommends that a Neighborhood Park/Playground have a desirable size of 15+ acres. In 

Boscobel, most parks of this nature are in the 1 to 10 acre range. This has been noted in the definition section below. All 

parks, recreation lands and open space under the jurisdiction of the City of Boscobel or the Boscobel School district have 

been assigned one primary classification or code using the following titles and abbreviations: 

 M-P: Mini Park (or Tot Lot) 

o Desirable/Typical Size: 1 acre or less 

o Service Area: 1/8 – 1/4 mile 

o Acres/1,000 Population: 0.5 – 1.0 acre 

o Use: Specialize facilities that serve a concentration of limited population or groups such as senior citizens 

or young children 

o Site Characteristics: Within neighborhoods and in close proximity to concentrations of family housing or 

housing for the elderly 

 NP/P: Neighborhood Park/Playground 

o Desirable/Typical Size: 1 to 10 acres 

o Service Area: 1/4 – 1/2 mile radius 

o Acres/1,000 Population: 2 – 3 acres 

o Use: Area for intense recreational activities such as field games, court games, crafts, playground apparatus 

area, ice skating, picnicking, volleyball, etc.   

o Site Characteristics: Suited for intense development; easily accessible to neighborhood population; 

geographically centered with safe walking and biking access. May be developed as a joint school/park 

facility 

 C/CP: Community Park 

o Desirable/Typical Size: 10 to 25 acres 

o Service Area: 1 – 2 miles 

o Acres/1,000 Population: 6 - 9 acres 

o Use: Area of diverse environmental quality. May include areas suited for intense recreational facilities 

such as athletic complexes or large swimming pools. May be an area of natural quality for outdoor 

recreation such as walking, viewing sitting, and picnicking. May be any quality for outdoor recreation such 

as walking, viewing, sitting and picnicking. May be any combination of the above depending on site 

suitability and community need.    

o Site Characteristics: May include natural features such as water bodies and areas suited for intense 

development. Easy access by all modes of transportation.  

 SU: Special Use Area 

o Desirable/Typical Size: Variable depending on type of facility 

o Service Area: Entire Community 

o Acres/1,000 Population: Variable 
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o Use: Areas for specialized or single purpose recreational activities such as golf courses, nature centers, 

marinas, zoos, conservancies, arboreta, display gardens, arenas, outdoor theaters, gun ranges, and 

downhill ski areas. Also plazas or squares in or near commercial centers boulevards or parkways.  

o Site Characteristics: Located within the community 

 LP: Linear Park 

o Desirable/Typical Size: Sufficient width to protect resources and to provide maximum use 

o Service Area: No applicable standard 

o Acres/1,000 Population: Variable 

o Use: Are developed for one or more varying modes of recreational travel or activity such as hiking, biking, 

snowmobiling, horseback riding, fitness trails/cross-country skiing and canoeing. May include active play 

areas.  

o Site Characteristics: Built on natural corridors such as utility or railroad right-of-way, bluff lines, vegetation 

patterns and roads that link other components of the recreation system or community facilities such as 

school, libraries, commercial areas, and other park areas.   

Recreational Facilities Development Need Standards 
Facility standards for the development of recreation facilities are similar to open space standards because they are 

expressed in facility units per population ratio. The purpose of evaluating a recreation system from a facility viewpoint, in 

addition to an open space viewpoint is to determine the amount of needed facility development in each recreation area.  

Problems related to using facility development standards can be seen in the assumption of desired opportunities by the 

resident population. For example, an examination of the facilities standards may show that a horseshoe area is needed 

based on the municipality’s population. In reality, it is possible that very few people in the community enjoy playing 

horseshoes, which may eliminate the need for this type of facility.  

Age, income, and education all contribute to the people’s recreational preferences, yet facility standards sometimes 

ignore these variables. Another problem with using standards is that they have developed primarily for urban communities 

and have limited application to rural areas. 

Despite these problems, facility development standards have a place in recreation planning. Community leaders can use 

them to approximate the adequacy of their park systems. A listing of recreation facility development standards, prepared 

by the American Planning Association and the United States Access Board can be found on their respective websites:  

 

  

American Planning Association Outdoor Recreation Facility Standards:  

https://www.planning.org/pas/at60/report194.htm 

 

United States Access Board: 

http://www.access-board.gov/guidelines-and-standards/recreation-facilities/outdoor-developed-areas 

https://www.planning.org/pas/at60/report194.htm
http://www.access-board.gov/guidelines-and-standards/recreation-facilities/outdoor-developed-areas
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Plan Process 
There are four essential baseline functions in developing a community’s outdoor recreation plan: 

1. Understanding historical budget trends 

2. Creating an inventory of existing community recreational assets and facilities 

3. Development of relevant data and trends 

4. Coordinating outreach to the population that uses Boscobel’s outdoor recreation facilities 

To develop Boscobel’s Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, SWWRPC tackled these four baseline functions, while 

receiving guidance from Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. These four elements were used to develop priorities 

with the City of Boscobel Parks Board. These priorities became the plan goals and objectives listed in this document.  

Figure 1: Plan Process 

 

 

Each baseline function provided the planning process with essential insight into the community’s assets, needs, and 

priorities; and were essential for the development of the final plan. To understand Boscobel’s budget, SWWRPC examined 

Boscobel’s parks budget from 2005 to 2012. This process was used to recognize patterns and the consistency between the 

amount budgeted, the amount spent, and the difference between them. To create an inventory of existing community 

recreational assets, SWWRPC used interns from the University of Wisconsin-Platteville to conduct an on-site inventory of 

existing parks, facilities, and equipment. These interns used state-provided metrics for ranking recreation assets. The 

results of the inventory were presented to the Boscobel Park Board and used to develop priorities, plan goals, and 

objectives. Data and mapping is an activity that was carried throughout the planning process. SWWRPC compiled data 

related to the city’s age, demographics, and economic makeup and mapped it in relation to the existing parks. Finally, 

outreach is the most important plan activity. SWWRPC developed a survey and distributed it widely within the community. 

Copies were available in print and online. Over 220 responses were compiled by the end of the planning process. This 

information and a summary from all plan activities were presented in a public forum to the Boscobel Park Board on January 

6, 2015 where plan goals and objectives were developed for the final planning document. Park Board and community 

feedback from the January 6th Public Forum were compiled and added to the plan, incorporating implementation 

strategies for formal adoption and approval. 

 

 

Budget 

Inventory 

Outreach 

Plan Goals 

 and 
Objectives 

State Guidance 

Final  
Plan 

Document 

Data and Mapping 
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Table 1: Plan Activities 

Activity Date Conducted 

Budget Analysis October 2014 – January 2015 

Park Inventory August 2014 – September 2014 

Data and Mapping June 2014 – January 2015 

Outreach October 2014 – January 2015 

Plan Development January 2015 – March 2015 

Approval March 2015 

 

Amending the Plan 
Plan amendments are common and should be considered part of the planning process. They frequently represent good 

implementation or plan usage and should be acceptable for consideration by local decision makers. Amendments must 

follow the same process as when the original plan was prepared. Amendments generally prolong the effectiveness of the 

original plan.  

The following steps will ensure the new amendment is approved with respect to state statues and to the citizens of 

Boscobel. 

1. Initial meetings/framing the amendment: Depending on the size and scope of the amendment, the Park 

Supervisor and the Park Board meet several times to discuss the proposed amendment. 

2. Opportunity for Public Input: A public forum should be provided with ample time for the community to know 

about the proposed changes to the plan. Then a public meeting should be held so the community can understand 

the need for amendment and have an opportunity to provide direct feedback on the proposed changes.   

3. Draft Amendment: The Park Supervisor and Park Board develop a draft amendment that still captures the need 

for the amendment and feedback from the public. 

4. Amendment Adoption: At an official public meeting, with 30 days of notice, the city council will vote to approve 

the plan amendment with the recommendation of the Park Board.  

5. DNR Approval: The council action on the plan amendment should be sent in writing to the Department of Natural 

Resources for re-certification of the city’s Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan with the new changes. The 

plan amendment will not be effective until a letter is received from DNR indicating their approval.  

Image 4: Kronshage Park Wood Play Equipment 
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Summary of Previous Outdoor Recreation Plans 
 

Boscobel’s previous Comprehensive 

Outdoor Recreation Plan was completed in 

1996 by SWWRPC. This plan determined 

that Boscobel had about twice the amount 

of land necessary for recreation. So while 

Boscobel did not need to increase the 

amount of park space, improvements could 

be utilized in terms of equipment 

improvements, maintenance, and facilities. 

The 1996 plan documented recommended 

improvements from park to park. These 

recommendations largely focused on 

creating additional amenities in each of 

Boscobel’s parks.  The plan also included a 

Capital Improvement Schedule that 

identified priorities for improving 

recreational spaces as well as cost 

estimates and potential funding sources. 

Other recommendations included in the 

1996 plan were to increase the amount of 

pedestrian and bicycle connections within 

and around the city. Some of these 

recommendations were the inclusion of the 

Sanders Creek Walkway, and the addition 

of a boat launch - both heavily utilized 

recreation areas in 2015. 

 

 

  

Image 5: M-60 Tank at VFW Park 
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Description of the Planning Region 
 

Social characteristics of Boscobel  
According to the Census, the city of Boscobel is the third largest community in Grant County with 3,231 residents. 

Boscobel’s ethnic population is largely homogenous, 98% of the city’s populations being white. The remaining 2% is split 

between Black Americans, Hispanics, American Indians, and Asians. Boscobel’s lack of ethnic diversity is standard for the 

Southwestern Wisconsin Region, however it lags behind the state average, with 86% white and a 14% split of other 

ethnicities, black being the highest at 6%.  

While many communities in Southwestern Wisconsin are aging, the city of Boscobel maintains a median age of 38.1, 

similar to the State of Wisconsin’s median age of 38.5. Boscobel’s age cohorts are diverse. Table 2 illustrates that roughly 

62% of the community is between 20 and 64 years old. This wide working-age base helps ground the community 

economically, and provide stability to the community. However, the relatively small youth population means that the city 

of Boscobel will likely not have sustainable long term growth.  

Table 2: Boscobel Age Cohorts 

 Total Population Total Male Total Female   

Total Population 3,231 100% 1,765 54.6% 1,466 45.4%   

    Under 5 years 176 5.4% 92 2.8% 84 2.6% Total 
"youth" 

population  
760 

23%  
of total 

population 

    5 to 9 years 185 5.7% 93 2.9% 92 2.8% 

    10 to 14 years 182 5.6% 94 2.9% 88 2.7% 

    15 to 19 years 217 6.7% 114 3.5% 103 3.2% 
    20 to 24 years 245 7.6% 158 4.9% 87 2.7% 

Total 
working-

age 
population 

2,019 

62%  
of total 

population 

    25 to 29 years 238 7.4% 164 5.1% 74 2.3% 
    30 to 34 years 236 7.3% 156 4.8% 80 2.5% 
    35 to 39 years 242 7.5% 156 4.8% 86 2.7% 
    40 to 44 years 216 6.7% 130 4% 86 2.7% 
    45 to 49 years 253 7.8% 138 4.3% 115 3.6% 
    50 to 54 years 217 6.7% 113 3.5% 104 3.2% 
    55 to 59 years 214 6.6% 115 3.6% 99 3.1% 
    60 to 64 years 158 4.9% 76 2.4% 82 2.5% 
    65 to 69 years 114 3.5% 52 1.6% 62 1.9% Total 

retired-
age 

population  
452 

13% 
of total 

population 

    70 to 74 years 88 2.7% 37 1.1% 51 1.6% 

    75 to 79 years 88 2.7% 28 0.9% 60 1.9% 

    80 to 84 years 79 2.4% 27 0.8% 52 1.6% 

    85 years and over 83 2.6% 22 0.7% 61 1.9% 

Source: DP Table-1, US Census 2010 

 

Figure 2 is a population pyramid that shows a snapshot of Boscobel’s population taken from the 2010 Census. As 

mentioned previously, the largest portion of the pyramid is the “working-age” population. The middle of the pyramid is 

bloated, and narrow on the top and bottom. This means that while the city’s population is currently stable in the future it 

will decline, unless more residents move into the city.  
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Figure 2: Boscobel Population Pyramid 

 

These findings are consistent with information from the Wisconsin Department of Administration (DOA). According to the 

DOA, Boscobel’s population will increase slightly from 2015 to 2025, but as the large “working-age” population advances 

in age, there will not be enough of a youth population to support their loss and the community will dramatically lose 

residents from 2025 to 2040.  Figure 3 illustrates the potential drop in population.  
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Figure 3: Boscobel Population Projection 

 

Economy 
While Boscobel is too small of a community to have a designated “Metropolitan Statistical Area,” it is the only municipality 

within the 53805 zip code. So while, the 53805 zip code is larger than Boscobel’s municipal boundary, some data can be 

used to gain an understanding of the local economy, even if it is not 100% defined by Boscobel’s city limits. Within the 

53805 zip code, the local economy is driven by businesses within the “Packaging and Labeling Services,” “Solid Waste 

Collection,” and “Animal Production” industries. A major employer in the city of Boscobel is Gunderson Health Care, a full-

service hospital and clinic. Within the same zip code, containing city of Boscobel and some additional territory, is an 

estimated 7.8% unemployment rate and approximately 444 people at or below poverty level. The average annual earnings 

for people living in this area is $39,100. 

 
Physical Characteristics of the Region  

Location 
The city of Boscobel is approximately three square miles of territory that winds its way along the Lower Wisconsin River 

Watershed. Its location on the Wisconsin River and proximity to wetlands and other natural features provide numerous 

opportunities for outdoor recreation. Immediately to the north of Boscobel are deeply wooded wetlands, maintained by 

the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Within the city runs Sanders Creek a natural waterway and stretch of 

park space that doubles as controlled floodplain.  

Figure 4 is a map depicting Boscobel’s distance to other recreation areas. Boscobel is well-positioned to provide residents 

with nearby recreation activities. Within 25 miles residents can utilize Wyalusing State Park, Blackhawk Lake State Park, 

the Lower Wisconsin River Corridor, and others. Within 50 miles residents can utilize Governor Dodge State Park, 

Yellowstone Lake State Park, the Kickapoo River State Wildlife area, and more.  

Figure 5 is a map that illustrates the local recreational assets within the City of Boscobel. Even though Boscobel is a 

relatively small community, residents can enjoy recreation at several local parks, or enjoy the immediate natural 

recreation areas such as the Lower Wisconsin River Corridor.    
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Figure 4: Boscobel's Distance to other Recreation Areas 
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Figure 5: Boscobel Parks and Features 
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Walkability 
In terms of access, Boscobel is well-situated in park walkability. Figure 6 is a map depicting pedestrian access to each of 

Boscobel’s recreation areas. A yellow buffer was drawn around every recreation area in the city. This highlighted section 

represents the quarter-mile distance to a park. A quarter-mile is conventionally considered to be “walkable” in most 

communities. This map also accounts for pedestrian obstacles such as highways or railroads. Because it is difficult for a 

pedestrian to cross these kinds of obstacles, the yellow buffer is truncated when it intersects a highway. This map indicates 

that the majority of the city is within walking distance of a park with some exceptions such as the far east and west edges 

of the city. A notable features is that Westside Park is isolated on the west side of the city. While residents living east of 

Highway 61 can choose from a number of parks to visit, if a resident on the west side of the city wants to walk to a park 

Westside is their only option. Additionally, the Von Haden Boat Landing is currently entirely inaccessible from any kind of 

pedestrian connectivity. No one lives close enough to walk to the boat landing and there are no sidewalks or footpaths 

leading to it. Not only does this isolate a major recreation asset from the people who may enjoy it, but valuable trails 

across the river are inaccessible as well because of a lack of trail access.  
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Figure 6: Park Walkability 
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Topography 
Boscobel is located in a geographic area known as the “Driftless Region.” The Driftless Region is classified as an area that 

avoided “glaciation,” when prehistoric glaciers melted, carving the landscape and creating lakes through the Midwest. 

Because Boscobel is in the Driftless Region it does not have many natural lakes, instead its landscape is defined by rivers, 

streams, and hills. The average elevation in Grant County is between 900 and 1,200 feet above sea level. Boscobel, and 

the region surrounding it, is defined by its steep hills and deep valleys. Besides the steep Lower Wisconsin River corridor, 

one of the most dominant topographic features of the region is Military Ridge. The Ridge is the divide between the north 

flowing tributaries of the Wisconsin River and the South flowing streams to the Rock and Mississippi Rivers. 

Boscobel is located at the intersection of US Highway 61 and Wisconsin State Highway 133. While Boscobel is nestled in a 

rural setting, the existing infrastructure allows for easy access to regional economic hubs like Platteville, Lancaster, and 

Richland Center. However its isolation makes it difficult to travel to larger cities such as Madison and Dubuque.  

Figure 7 is a Topography map for the City of Boscobel. Even though Boscobel is in a very hilly region, the majority of the 

community is relatively flat between 180 and 200 ft. in elevation. As the map illustrates, there is a large hilly region 

immediately south of Boscobel with steep slopes greater than a 12% rate of incline. 
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Figure 7: Boscobel Topographic Features 
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Climate 
The climate of Boscobel and the surrounding region is continental and typical of the central areas of a continent in the 

middle latitudes. Winters are cold and snowy with extended periods of rain during the spring and autumn and intermittent 

periods of hot humid summer weather. Air temperatures are subject to large seasonal change and yearly variations. 

Precipitation in Boscobel for the six month period from April through September falls largely as rainfall and may range in 

intensity and duration from showers to destructive thunderstorms. The snowfall average for Grant County is about 40 

inches annually. Prevailing winds are westerly in winter and southerly in summer.  

Soils 
Throughout the Driftless Region the work of weathering as continued since long before glacial period and produced a 

mantel of residual soil. This forms a notable contrast with the remainder of the state, where the continental glacier scraped 

away nearly all the residual soil and left a sheet of transported soil. Generally the soils of the region have been classified 

as the Grayish-Brown Unglaciated Silt Loam, hilly or steep. There soils were formed from parent materials reflecting native 

vegetation such as prairie, oak-hickory, forestry and oak savannas. Their basic materials include clay residue from 

weathered limestone, weathered sandstone and loess stream-laid sand and gravel. The latter occurs in valleys of large 

streams, while the first three are wide spread. The entire southwest Wisconsin region is covered with a thick blanket of 

loess (windblown silt and sand). Over most of the region the loess is largely silt and is two to three feet thick. In addition 

some sandy areas along the Wisconsin River have active dunes.  

Figure 8 is a map that depicts the soil resources available to the City of Boscobel. The majority of the city is covered in the 

Sparta Series of soils that are characterized by being sandy and fine. These soils are common in Grant County and in areas 

with a slope that range from 0 to 15% near water. The natural fertility of these soils is low as they do not hold moisture 

well. Additionally, this soil type is prone to wind erosion. However, the second-highest amount of soil in Boscobel is the 

Bertrand Series. This soil is moderately high in natural fertility and has a high capacity for holding moisture.  
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Figure 8: Boscobel Soil Resources 
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Flora and Fauna 
According to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Wisconsin supports over 650 different types of mammals, 

birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish, and countless millions of invertebrates. In southwestern Wisconsin white-tailed deer, 

foxes, cottontail rabbits, skunks, woodchucks, squirrels, chipmunks, bats, and gophers are common.  

However, all Wisconsin wildlife is native. A number of invasive species have been introduced to Wisconsin. Some species 

can be useful, but other are very destructive to the natural habitat. Some invasives include the ring-necked pheasant, 

Hungarian partridge, rainbow trout and brown, carp, zebra mussel, ruffe, mute swan, starling, house sparrow, pigeon, 

Norway rat and house mouse, emerald ash boar.  

The immediate area around Boscobel includes both wetlands and heavily wooded areas. Common trees include many 

varieties oak, hickory, pine, birch, hemlock, and maple. Wetlands in the area include a variety of marshes, shrub-areas, 

and forested wetlands with cattails bulrushes, pickerelweed, lake sedges, tag alder, bog birch, willow, dogwood, tamarack, 

white cedar, black spruce, elm, green ash, and silver maple. 

Water Resources 
Two major rivers for boundaries of counties within the Southwestern Wisconsin region. The Wisconsin River forms the 

northern boundary of Iowan and Grant Counties, and the southern boundary of Richland County. In addition the area is 

traversed by a number of smaller rivers and streams that flow into either the Wisconsin or Mississippi Rivers. As mentioned 

above, there are no natural lakes in the region due to the fact the area was never covered by glaciers. However there are 

a few man-made lakes in the region, most of which are located in state parks or other public recreation areas.  

Boscobel sits directly on the Wisconsin River on the northern edge of Grant County. As previously mentioned this gives 

the community immediate access to the river for recreation and for its utility as a water source.   Additionally, the nearby 

wetlands within the Lower Wisconsin River Corridor are also available to local residents. A third water feature is the 

Sanders Creek, a small water feature that runs the length of the city. This creek has an adjoining walking and biking trail 

that winds throughout the city. The Sanders Creek Trail is used recreationally by visitors and residents alike, and doubles 

as a controlled floodplain during rainy months. Figure 9 depicts the water resources in the City of Boscobel, as well as 

water hazards such as floodplains. 
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Figure 9: Boscobel Water Resources 
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Outdoor Recreation Supply Inventory 
To determine what course of action city officials must take to provide a comprehensive recreation program, it is necessary 

to evaluate the effectiveness of existing areas and facilities in meeting demands for recreation. This section of the report 

provides an inventory of Boscobel’s recreational facilities. The location of all park and recreation areas is recorded on 

Figure 5. 

The City of Boscobel has 11 city-owned developed recreation areas. The following is a short description and inventory of 

existing city-owned park assets, community assets utilized for recreation, and potential assets for future recreation.  

Bluff View Park 
Bluff View Park is a small parcel of land dedicated for public use in the Moran and Daugherty subdivision located on the 

city’s east side.  

 Classification: Mini Park 

 .59 Acres 

 Landscaped 

 1 Picnic table 

 1 Trash can 

 1 See-saw 

 1 Horse shoe court 

 

Boscobel Elementary School Park 
Boscobel Elementary School Park doubles as a neighborhood playground when it is not in use during school hours.  Play 

by persons other than students is prohibited while school is in session. However, after school residents can enjoy a variety 

of recreational equipment in a secure fenced in lot. 

 Classification: Neighborhood Park 

 1.5 Acres 

 Landscaped with shady trees 

 Fenced 

 1 Picnic table 

 2 Benches 

 1 Drinking fountain 

 3 Playgrounds with woodchip base 

 1 Swing set (4 swings) 

 1 Merry-go-round 

 1 Sandbox 

 1 Basketball court 

 2 Open spaces 

 2 Kickball backstops 

 4x4 courts 

 

Boy Scout Cabin Park 
This neighborhood park is city-owned and is the site of the local Scout troop cabin. Most of the acreage, which borders 

sanders creek, consists of grassy open space with scattered trees and a half basketball court.  

 Classification: Neighborhood Park 

 1.5 Acres 

 Landscaped with shady trees 

 2 Picnic tables 

 1 Trashcan 

 1 Unisex restroom 

 1 Playground with sand base 

 1 Swings 

 1 Money bars 

 1 Slide 

 1 See-saw 

 1 Flagpole 
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Depot Park 
The City of Boscobel has acquired the Boscobel Depot and adjacent railroad lands for purposes of historic preservation, 

interpretation, and recreation. Restoration of the depot and development of the Heritage Center was initiated by the 

Boscobel Area Heritage Group in the mid-90s.  

 Classification: Special Use 

 2.59 Acres 

 Landscaped with trees and bushes 

 1 Picnic table 

 5 Benches  

 1 Shelter 

 3 Trash cans  

 Boscobel Chamber of Commerce is housed 

within the train depot 

 Historic signage indicate the history of the train 

depot 

 Old railroad memorabilia and equipment are on 

display  

 

Fireman’s Park 
This city-owned neighborhood playground is located adjacent to the Boscobel and Rural Fire Department whose 

membership provides and maintains some of its facilities.  

 Classification: Neighborhood Park 

 2.50 Acres 

 Landscaped 

 1 Grill 

 10 Picnic tables 

 1 Drinking fountain 

 6 Trash cans 

 1 Playground apparatus with sand base 

 1 Swing set 

 1 Small basketball court 

 1 Softball field with some fencing 

 

Immaculate Conception Park 
Although the recreation facilities provided by this neighborhood playground are privately owned, they are usually 

available for public use. As with public school facilities, play by persons other than students is prohibited while school is 

in session. The main features of this area are its playground apparatus, basketball court, ice skating rink, and grass-covered 

games area.  

 Classification: Neighborhood Park 

 2 Acres 

 1 Landscaped open grass area 

 6 Horse shoe courts 

 1 Lighted ice-skating rink 

 1 Warming house
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Kronshage Park 
Kronshage Park is Boscobel’s principal and largest park. It offers a large number of recreational facilities.  The park typifies 

the public financial benefits derived by combining school and municipal recreation programs, as Boscobel High School is 

located adjacent to the park. 

 Classification: City/Community Park 

 42 Acres 

 Large landscaped open area with many trees and 

various recreational courts 

 2 Grills 

 96 Picnic tables 

 1 Bench 

 4 Shelters 

 2 Drinking fountains 

 32 Trash cans 

 4 Recycling bins 

 2 Restrooms 

 2 Concession stands 

 4 Playgrounds 

 4 Lighted tennis courts 

 1 Lighted basketball court, 1 half basketball court 

 1 Lighted football field 

 1 Lighted baseball diamond 

 2 Lighted softball fields 

 2 Lighted sand volleyball courts 

 1 Lighted track 

 1 Olympic-sized swimming pool 

 

Sanders Creek Walkway 
This small scenic recreational area was acquired by the City of Boscobel as part of an Army Corps of Engineers flood control 

project. The corridor along Sanders Creek is primarily used for open space enjoyment and passive recreation. Space is 

used for such activities as walking, biking, free play and fishing.  

 Classification: Linear Park 

 8 Acres 

 Landscaped 

 5 Picnic tables 

 6 Benches 

 7 Trash cans 

 5 Shore fishing destinations 

 

Veterans Memorial Park 
A war memorial is the main attraction of this local neighborhood park. Other facilities include two picnic tables and 

playground apparatus. Large trees shade almost the entire park. 

 Classification: Neighborhood Park 

 1.5 Acres 

 Landscaped with shady trees 

 2 Picnic tables 

 1 Bench 

 1 Trash Can 

 1 Playground with sand base 

 1 Basketball court 

 Civil War memorial for unknown soldier



30     Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan: City of Boscobel  

VFW Park 
This very small area at the intersection of Highway 61 and west Oak Street is the site of a decommissioned M60 tank. 

 Classification: Mini Park 

 .1 Acres 

 Landscaped with flowers 

 1 Picnic table 

 1 trash can 

 1 M-60 A3 Tank  

Von Haden Boat Landing 
The Von Haden Boat Landing is a boat ramp owned by the City of Boscobel. It sits on the Northwest corner of the city on 

the Lower Wisconsin River and Highway 61.

 Classification: Special Use 

 2.2 Acres 

 Landscaped with shady trees 

 2 Grills 

 6 Picnic tables 

 1 Bench 

 1 Small Shelter 

 1 Pit toilet 

 1 Boat ramp 

 Home of the John Blaine Memorial 

 Sign indicating Wisconsin River History 

 

Westside Park 
This neighborhood playground is located west of U.S. Highway 61.  

 Classification: Mini Park 

 2 Acres  

 Landscaped with shady trees 

 2 Grills 

 18 Picnic tables (2 ADA accessible) 

 1 Shelter 

 1 Drinking fountain 

 7 Trash cans 

 1 Restroom with flush toilets 

 1 Playground apparatus with sand base 

 1 Small basketball court  

 
Other Recreation Areas 
In addition to the previously mentioned developed areas for recreation, Boscobel also has immediate access to the Lower 

Wisconsin State Riverway. The riverway is approximately 80,000 acres of land, 44,000 acres are within state ownership. 

This natural asset is a beautiful place to hike, boat, and canoe. Currently, the river way is not directly accessible from 

Boscobel despite its proximity.  
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Outdoor Recreation Needs Assessment 
To compose the Outdoor Recreation Needs Assessment, SWWRPC developed a comprehensive outreach strategy for the 

City of Boscobel. A survey was distributed online to various groups and organizations throughout Boscobel including the 

Boscobel School District, and placed in print in key locations throughout the village including city hall, the post office, the 

senior center, library, and health clinic. In total, SWWRPC collected 230 completed surveys with an estimated 7% sample 

size of the total population.  

These survey results were compiled, distributed, and presented in a public forum with the Boscobel Parks Board on 

January 6, 2015. The results of the survey, public forum, and on-site evaluation for SWWRPC’s inventory process were 

instrumental in framing the Outdoor Recreation Needs Assessment. 

Survey 
The two primary purposes of the survey effort were to (1) identify the quality of existing parks, facilities, and recreation 

spaces, (2) identify the need for future parks, facilities, and recreational spaces. Overall, park satisfaction in Boscobel is 

high, however attendance is low in most parks. Kronshage, Firemen’s, Boscobel Elementary, Sander’s Creek Walkway are 

consistently rated high in both frequency of visits as well as the highest quality. Of the parks that were not highly rated, 

Scout Cabin Park and Westside Park were indicated as “needing improvement.”   

   

Figure 10: Boscobel's Top Three Parks 
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Figure 11: Boscobel Park Frequency 

 

 

Figure 12: Boscobel Park Rating 
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In terms of addressing future needs, survey participants indicated their top-5 highest priorities for outdoor recreation. 

These priorities are indoor recreational facilities, an ice skating rink, winter sports, sport complexes, and additional 

walking/biking pathways. Of these five priorities each were indicated as being “needed now,” rather than sometime within 

the next five years. Survey participants had the following comments: 

“We have a lack of indoor basketball facilities. We currently have to share gym with Music, Drama club, 

wrestling and Church programs. Definitely affects the amount of practice time these students receive. I 

feel there is a lack of things for children to do in winter time. If we had a field house with indoor walking 

track, basketball/volleyball courts and fitness area the whole community could utilize it year round.” 

“[It] would be great to have some hiking or biking trails - and additional bike lanes marked on existing 

streets.” 

“[It] might be nice to create a fitness course in town using the Sanders Creek Pathways and the Parks.” 

“I believe the city should focus on improving recreation services that are suitable for and focused on serving 

all ages, not just the youth. Activities and places for teens, adults, and elderly would help improve the 

recreation in our city.” 

"A lot of the parks are good but I am afraid to go to some of them because of the people that are there.” 

“I believe that parks should have more cleanliness in their restrooms and working fountains for sanitary 

purposes.” 

I think that they should build and indoor park so when its cold, raining, snowing, […]  you can go in there 

and play” 

“I think we should have more bike trails so we teens don't have to worry about getting ran over every time 

we go somewhere.” 

“The city needs more waling/biking trails […]” 
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Figure 13: Boscobel Park Needs 
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 Existing winter facilities are used heavily; a strategy is needed to use the facilities efficiently for recreation 

 Parks need to continue to be updated to become more handicap accessible 

 Parks need regular equipment and maintenance improvements 

 Continual funding is critical for the existing and future needs of the Boscobel Parks system 

Standards can be a good starting point or reference when determining a community’s outdoor recreation land and facility 

needs, however each community’s needs are different based on such factors as a community’s demographic profile and 

what types of facilities and outdoor recreation priorities the citizenry deem important.  

Resident input in the form of surveys and/or public hearings are also important when recreation and park planners look 

at future development and/or preservation of public lands. Based on recommendations from the DNR and SWWRPC the 

standard of 12 acres of developed park lands/open space per 1,000 population is used throughout this plan. This figure is 

viewed as a target number when recreation and park planners analyze a community’s park, recreation land, and open 

space composition. 
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Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 

The 2011-2016 Wisconsin Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), focused on a number of initiatives 

to address the needs of outdoor recreation in Wisconsin. This plan focused primarily on outdoor recreation as related to 

health, urban recreation, and open space conservation.  

The plan indicated that access to outdoor recreation is an important predictor of community health and wellness. Parks, 

trails, and sports facilities provide convenient, safe, and attractive spaces for people to get outside. Time spent outdoors 

is associated with a number of important health factors, including improved mental health, more connected communities, 

and more active citizens. In particular, there is increasing evidence that improving access to outdoor recreation can lower 

obesity levels. Furthermore, these benefits are more difficult for people living in urban environments. While this is a valid 

concern for individuals living in urban environments, in communities like Boscobel access to the natural environment is a 

lot simpler. Lastly, conservation in any state is difficult and becoming more challenging with fewer resources. The SCORP 

indicates that state and local level conservation can be made possible through a number of strategies through public 

private partnerships and intergovernmental coordination.  

SCORP goals include: 

 Assess, Understand, and Adapt to Growing Recreation Tourism Demands and Preferences 

 Improve Integration of Outdoor Recreation Interests and Needs in Land Use and Other Relevant Planning Efforts 

 Continue to Provide and Enhance Public Access to Wisconsin Recreational Lands and Waters 

 Conserve Rural Landscapes and Forests through Partnerships and Incentives 

 Address Funding Challenges Associated with Managing Wisconsin Outdoor Recreation Resources 

 Promote Outdoor Recreation as a Means of Improving Public Health Among Wisconsinites 

 Establish Great Urban Parks and Community Green Spaces 

 
  

“Every five years, Wisconsin publishes a Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) as required by the Federal Land and 

Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Act of 1965. At its core, the document is used to help allocate federal funds equitably among local 

communities, but the document also transcends many levels of outdoor recreation discussion and policy. At the nation level, this SCORP 

recognizes the America’s Great Outdoors (AGO) initiative is based on the idea that the protection of the country’s natural heritage is a non-

partisan objective shared by all Americans.” – Wisconsin Statewide Outdoor Recreation Plan 
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Recommendations for Outdoor Recreation  

Action Program 
The 1996 Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan indicated that Boscobel had approximately 61 acres of recreation area 

and that 61 acres was approximately twice as much area recommended by the state for recreation purposes. Since then, 

the city has added an additional approximate 5 acres of recreation space. Without a significant addition of land or 

population, Boscobel will not have to add additional park space. Instead the city should focus on improving amenities in 

its current parks as well as increasing access to its recreational assets. The following section outlines specific 

recommendations for the City of Boscobel on a park by park basis as well as for the entire city. Appendix A contains a 

summary of these recommendations with estimated costs, priorities established by the Boscobel Parks Board, and 

potential funding programs. 

Recommendations by Park 
 

Kronshage Park 
 
Recyclable Bins 
Recyclable Bins are only located at two locations (Softball Field Concessions and the adjacent park shelter) and are limited 
to cans-only. It would be beneficial to place recyclable bins at the other two shelters and the restroom facility. Additionally, 
including plastic and paper recyclable bins at all recyclable bin locations would also be beneficial. 
 

 
Maintenance 
The horseshoe pit requires minor maintenance to improve the wear 
of use.  
The tennis/basketball courts fence is peeling up in select areas and 
should be repaired. 
The drinking fountain at the restrooms located near the track and 
baseball field should be repaired or taken out completely. It 
currently does not work and is missing a handle.  
The sand volleyball courts are mostly grass and should be restored 
to sand. 

 
Accessibility 
Handicap accessibility is limited to the softball complex area only. While the other areas of the park are on level grass 
areas, a short walkway connecting the parking lot to the immediate shelter, visitor side football field and track, playground, 
basketball/tennis courts and baseball field could be used to make a substantial portion of the park accessible. Additionally, 
accessible picnic tables are only located at one shelter (softball complex) the addition of accessible tables at the other 
shelters should be included. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 6: Kronshage Park Broken Horseshoe Pit 
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Grills 
The two grills are both located at one shelter. Additional grills should be 
installed at the other shelters excluding the softball complex shelter.  
 
Update playgrounds 
There are two older playgrounds that should be updated. The first is located 

between the football field and tennis/basketball courts. The older playground 

equipment is bent and has chipped paint. In addition it only has a grass base 

that should be updated to sand or woodchips. The second playground is 

located on the east side of the park. This equipment is also outdated, bent 

and chipped. 

Bike Racks  
Bike racks should be placed around key areas in the park such as the tennis/basketball courts and softball complex.  
 
Additional Amenities 
Additional amenities such as a Frisbee disc golf course could be added for additional recreation opportunities.  
 

Elementary School Park 
The paved portion of the elementary school 
playground is in need of remarking lines for 
the four basketball hoops and 4 foursquare 
areas.  One basketball hoop is also missing a 
net.  
 

Immaculate Conception 
Many of the horseshoe pits are in need of 
repair as their backstops are extremely bent 
or are completely broken off. There is ample 
open space to the northeast of the ice rink 
that could be developed in cooperation with 
the Immaculate Conception Church.  

Fireman’s Park 
Bike racks should be placed by the playground/shelter and by the softball field. Also, an electric scoreboard may be desired 

instead of the current manual flip scoreboard. Recyclable bins should also be placed at the shelter and the softball field.  

Scout Cabin/Boy Scout Park 
Bike racks should be placed near the cabin/playground. Recyclable bins should also be placed with the trash cans. The 
basketball pad should be weeded and possibly enlarged to facilitate half a basketball court. There is potential for a shelter 
at this park, or the cabin itself may retrofitted to be used as a shelter. Bathroom is unisex and locked, making it 
inaccessible. ADA compliant bathrooms could be added or the existing bathroom could be unlocked to public use.  

Image 7: Kronshage Park Rusted and Bent Merry-
go-Round 

Image 8: Elementary School Park's need for paint 
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Bluff View Park 

The older equipment such as the see-saw and swings should be 
updated and a sand or woodchip base should be added. Bike racks 
could be included as well. Recyclable bin added.  

Sanders Creek Walkway 
Addition of art or historical exhibits about the city or area along the 
longer stretches of the trail. Add mileage markers along the trail ex 
½ mile, 1 mile, etc. Add “fitness course” exercise stations. 

Westside Park 
The two grills should be replaced as they are both currently unusable. The drinking fountain at the shelter is missing a 
handle and does not work. The shelter has two handicap-accessible picnic tables but they are currently inaccessible as the 
path from the ramp into the shelter to the tables is blocked by the other tables. Entrance form the side is inhibited by 
lipped concrete between the shelter and concrete. The older rusted equipment should be removed and replaced with 
newer equipment. The sand bases of all equipment should be refreshed as many are filling in with grass. The basketball 
hoops are in poor condition (rusted through) they should be replaced and lines on the court should be repainted. Multiple 
survey respondents indicated that safety is a concern in this park. Appropriate measures like improved lighting and police 
patrols should be taken to make it safer.  

VFW Park 
Recycling bins should be added. 
 

Depot Park 
Additional historical/artistic exhibits could be added. The installation of a paved path through the park can be utilized to 
accommodate accessibility. 

Memorial Park 
Park hours conflict on the wooden park sign (11pm) and on a newer metal sign (9pm). The older equipment such as the 
slide should be updated. The basketball pad should have its lines remarked.  

Addition of Recreation Spaces 
The residents of Boscobel have an outstanding 
opportunity. Directly to the north of the city is miles of 
uninterrupted woods and wetlands. The Lower 
Wisconsin River Waterway is approximately 80,000 
uninterrupted miles of DNR regulated land. This 
precious natural resource is adjacent to the city of 
Boscobel and directly abuts with the Sanders Creek 
Walkway. If Sanders Creek walkway was extended to 
The Von Haden Boat Landing, and across the river to 
the some of the Lower Wisconsin Riverway Trails, 
Boscobel has an enormous opportunity to connect its 
residents to an isolated recreational asset and to a 
regional trail system. Additionally, this 
recommendation is echoed throughout the Outdoor 
Recreation Needs Assessment. The survey results show 

that 111 respondents (61%) indicated that Boscobel residents need more walking and biking activities. Additionally, 
according to the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), building a trail through the Lower Wisconsin 
River Waterway is directly in tandem with one of their goals: “Continue to Provide and Enhance Public Access to Wisconsin 
Recreational Lands and Waters.” Specifically SCORP outlines an objective of this goal is to “Support community based 
efforts to increase access to outdoor recreation.” 

Image 9: Bluff View Park's Rusted See-Saw 

Image 10: Lower Wisconsin Riverway 
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Additionally, a large open area (roughly 2 acres) located on 908 Cedar Rd could be developed into a park. 
 

Dog Park 
During the survey process 104 (45%) respondents indicated that Boscobel would need a dog park within the next five 

years. Additional comments from the survey indicated that many residents are either (1) concerned that there is not any 

appropriate facility for dog-owners and their pets or (2) that dogs allowed within the parks create a nuisance for regular 

park visitors. It is recommended that the parks board engage in a conversation with Boscobel residents to establish rules 

about access of dogs in parks and also to establish if a dog park is the best possible solution to the problem.  

Capital Improvement Schedule 
 

Over the next five years, the City of Boscobel will focus on the improvements outlined in the previous section. These 

recommendations are in addition to the standard operations and maintenance schedule that the city currently operates 

under. A full copy of the Capital Improvement Schedule with priorities, cost, and timeline estimates can be found in 

Appendix A. The highest priority outlined in the Capital Improvement Schedule is the addition of a walking trail 

extending the Sanders Creek Walkway to the Lower Wisconsin Riverway and ultimately the regional trails across the 

river. The next highest priorities are many of the park-specific recommendations. Specifically, improvements to 

Westside Park are particularly important because of its relative isolation from the rest of the city. Table 3 is a timeline of 

the proposed recommendations. The numbers in the left column indicate the number of years the plan 

recommendation will be completed by.  
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Table 3: Park Improvement Timeline 

Year Park Recommendation 

1 

Kronshage Park 

Add recycling bins in two more locations and expand current recycling to include paper and 
plastic. 

Repair horseshoe pit 

Repair drinking fountain 

Add sand to volleyball courts 

Add disc golf course 

Elementary School Park 
Repaint the lines for the four basketball hoops and four 4-square areas 

Replace basketball net 

Immaculate Conception Park Repair horseshoe pits 

Fireman's Park Add recycling bins at the softball field shelter 

Sanders Creek Walkway Add mileage markers (paint on concrete) 

Westside Park 

Repair drinking fountain 

Make more handicap accessible by removing concrete "lip" between shelter and the 
sidewalk 

Replace basketball hoops 

Repaint basketball court lines 

Collaborate with police department to improve safety 

Memorial Park 
Update park signs to reflect actual park hours 

Repaint basketball lines 

Additional Rec Spaces Add walking/biking trail through the Lower Wisconsin River Waterway to boat landing 

2 
Kronshage Park Add short handicap accessible walkway between parking lot and an immediate shelter 

Fireman's Park Replace manual scoreboard with electric scoreboard 

3 
Kronshage Park Add additional grills at other shelters  

Westside Park 
Replace grills 

Replace sand in playground base 

4 

Kronshage Park 
Repair/replace broken/outdated playground equipment in two locations 

Update grass playground base to woodchips and/or sand 

Bluff View Park 

Update see-saw 

Update swings 

Add woodchip or sand base to playground equipment 

5 

Kronshage Park 

Repair tennis/basketball court fence 

Add handicap access walkway conn'tg vis. side football field/track, playgrnd, basketball/ten. 
cts, and baseball fld 

Add additional handicap accessible picnic tables throughout park 

Add bike racks in key areas such as the tennis/basketball courts and softball complexes 

Fireman's Park 
Add bike racks near the playground/shelter and by the softball field 

Replace backstop and fence around ball diamond  

Scout Cabin/Boy Scout Park 

Add bike racks near the cabin/playground 

Add recycling bins near the trash cans 

Expand basketball court to a half-sized court 

Add a shelter behind the cabin or retrofit the cabin to be used as a shelter 

Westside Park Improve lighting  

VFW Park Add recycling bins 

Depot Park Make more handicap accessible by installing a paved path through the park 

Additional Rec Spaces 

Add park at Cedar Rd and LaBelle St 

Address dog park concerns through policy changes or by installing a dog park 

Floyd VonHaden Boatlanding Improvements 

Immaculate Conception Park Add more amenities to open space northeast of park 

Depot Park Add historical/artistic exhibits 
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Appendix A: Capital Improvement Schedule 
 

Park/Recommendation Cost Estimate Funding Source Priority Timeline 

   GF = General Fund 
 

CO = Civic 
Organizations 

 
DNR = Department 

of Natural 
Resources 

1 - 5  
1 being 
highest 
priority 

Within 1 
year 

2 years 
3 years 
4 years 
5 years 

Kronshage Park      

      

Add recycling bins in two more locations and expand 
current recycling to include paper and plastic. 

$150.00 GF 1 1 

Repair horseshoe pit $100.00 GF 1 1 

Repair tennis/basketball court fence $200.00 GF 5 5 

Repair drinking fountain $200.00 GF 1 1 

Add sand to volleyball courts $800.00 GF 1 1 

Add short handicap accessible walkway between 
parking lot and an immediate shelter 

$700.00 GF 2 2 

Add handicap access walkway connecting visitor’s side 
football field/track, playground, basketball/tennis 
courts, and baseball field 

$2,000.00 GF 5 5 

Add additional handicap accessible picnic tables 
throughout park 

$3,000.00 GF, CO 5 5 

Add additional grills at other shelters  $1,000.00 GF 3 3 

Repair/replace broken/outdated playground 
equipment in two locations 

$4,000.00 GF, FR 4 4 

Update grass playground base to woodchips and/or 
sand 

$1,000.00 GF 4 4 

Add bike racks in key areas such as the 
tennis/basketball courts and softball complexes 

$600.00 GF 5 5 

Add disc golf course $6,000.00 GF, CO, FR 1 1 

Total: $19,750.00    

Elementary School Park (School owned property)     

      

Repaint the lines for the four basketball hoops and four 
4-square areas 

$100.00 CO 1 1 

Replace basketball net $10.00 CO 1 1 

Total: $110.00    
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Immaculate Conception Park (Church owned 
property) 

     

      

Repair horseshoe pits $200.00 CO 1 1 

Add more amenities to open space northeast of park $0.00 CO 1 1 

Total: $200.00    

Fireman's Park     

      

Add bike racks near the playground/shelter and by the 
softball field 

$500.00 GF 5 5 

Replace manual scoreboard with electric scoreboard $3,000.00 GF, CO, FR 2 2 

Add recycling bins at the softball field shelter $60.00 GF 1 1 

Replace backstop and fence around ball diamond  $25,000.00 GF, CO, FR, Grant 1 5 

Total: $28,560.00    

Scout Cabin/Boy Scout Park      

      

Add bike racks near the cabin/playground $250.00 GF 5 5 

Add recycling bins near the trash cans $60.00 GF 5 5 

Expand basketball court to a half-sized court $1,500.00 GF 5 5 

Add a shelter behind the cabin or retrofit the cabin to 
be used as a shelter 

$20,000.00 GF, CO, FR, Grant 5 5 

      

Total: $21,810.00    

Bluff View Park     

      

Update see-saw $1,000.00 GF, CO, FR 2 4 

Update swings $4,000.00 GF, CO, FR 3 4 

Add woodchip or sand base to playground equipment $1,000.00 GF, CO, FR 3 4 

Total: $6,000.00    

Sanders Creek Walkway      

Add mileage markers (paint on concrete) $100.00 GF 1 1 

Total: $100.00    

Westside Park     

      

Replace grills $1,000.00 GF 3 3 

Repair drinking fountain $200.00 GF 1 1 

      

Make more handicap accessible by removing concrete 
"lip" between shelter and the sidewalk 

$100.00 GF 1 1 

Replace basketball hoops $300.00 GF 1 1 

Repaint basketball court lines $50.00 GF 1 1 

Replace sand in playground base $500.00 GF 3 3 

Improve lighting  $1,500.00 GF, CO, FR 5 5 

Collaborate with police department to improve safety $0.00  1 1 

Total: $3,650.00    
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VFW Park      

Add recycling bins $150.00 GF 5 5 

Total: $150.00    

Depot Park     

      

Add historical/artistic exhibits $5,000.00 GF, CO, FR, Grant   

Make more handicap accessible by installing a paved 
path through the park 

$15,000.00 GF, CO, FR, Grant 5 5 

Total: $20,000.00    

Memorial Park      

      

Update park signs to reflect actual park hours $100.00 GF 1 1 

Repaint basketball lines $50.00 GF 1 1 

Total: $150.00    

Additional Rec Spaces      

      

Add walking/biking trail through the Lower Wisconsin 
River Waterway to boat landing 

$400,000.00 GF, CO, FR, Grant 1 1 

Add park at Cedar Rd and LaBelle St $10,000.00 GF, CO, FR, Grant 5 5 

Address dog park concerns through policy changes or 
by installing a dog park 

$8,000.00 GF, CO, FR, Grant 5 5 

Floyd Von Haden Boat Landing Improvements $100,000.00 GF, CO, FR, Grant 5 5 

Total: $518,000.00    

      

Total: $618,480.00    
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Appendix B: Maps 
 














